
Living life in the fast lane all too often means sitting in traffic. Imagine 

instead life at a more comfortable pace. Life in a place where small-town 

values still happily co-exist with a vibrant culture. Where greetings like 

“good morning” and “have a nice day” are still spoken with sincerity. A 

life of brick streets, quaint neighborhoods, front porches and friendly 

neighbors. After all, happiness is about more than just 

making a good living. It’s about having a good life. 

We invite you to learn more about living in Marietta. 

Please visit GoodLifeMarietta.com. Enjoy the short, 

professionally produced videos — three of which are 

directly tied to Marietta College — to get a feel for 

living the good life right here in Marietta.

Live the Good Life!

Visit GoodLifeMarietta.com, enjoy the videos, and learn more about this visionary initiative of the Marietta Community Foundation.
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For years, local leaders had been discussing ideas for a community development 
plan that would potentially benefit every single household in the Marietta area. 

Then, in 2009, Marietta Community Foundation President Bill Thompson pulled together a small 
group of lifelong residents to pool ideas and bring them into focus.

Bill had long dreamed of a plan that would focus attention on what he believed to be the best place 
in America to live, play and work. Bill felt that the Foundation — a nonprofit advocate for a strong 
and active sense of community — was uniquely qualified and positioned to develop and implement 
such a plan.

Welcome to Good Life Marietta.

Under the leadership of the Foundation’s executive committee, a diverse group of residents met  
periodically, considering dozens of good ideas as they began to forge an objective, detailed, yet 
simple, plan. 

But what about funding? How could the Foundation launch this new initiative while continuing its 
normal grant-making activities?

Bill had the answers. In honor of her parents, a favorite former teacher and a dear friend had made 
a substantial gift to the Foundation in her will, a gift to be used for “doing something nice for the 
community she loved,” as Bill described it.

Susan Marsch had lived a frugal life dedicated to her family, her students and her community.  
Because of her generosity, her legacy will be one of continued support for all families, including 
students, in the Marietta area.

A portion of her gift was allocated to the Vision for Marietta Community Fund, which has been  
“established to create a strategic plan for the betterment of the Marietta community.”

In order to benefit every household in the area, the Foundation believes it is important to  
attract people and organizations that can complement what we already have. To interest them, the  
Foundation will use technology and social networking techniques to “brand Marietta, Ohio — using 
its authenticity, richness, and natural treasures — as a desirable small town for living a good and 
fulfilling life,” and “extend an invitation to come live the good life.”

A few residents have been profiled in professional videos available at GoodLifeMarietta.com. Please 
share them with others and like us on Facebook.

Contact us at GoodLifeMarietta@gmail.com.

For information about the Marietta Community Foundation, please visit mcfohio.org.


